
 

 

 

  

Hello BCS Middle School Students, 

 

I'm glad to see that we all made it through the chilly Arctic blast.  Brrrr! 

This week's message is going to be short but very important: 

I want to talk about "snitching".  

I'm sure you remember, from waaaaay back in elementary school, 

learning about the difference between "tattling" and "telling". 

Tattling would be what a kid would do to basically be mean-spirited and 

get another kid in trouble. Tattling happens when someone really isn't 

hurt, but they want the other person to get reprimanded.  Tattling 

happens when a situation is safe, and usually the student can solve the 

problem on their own.  

Telling (or reporting) is something quite different, and it is one of the 

most important tasks I have given you this year.  Telling involves being 

an UPSTANDER, protecting others from further harm, especially when 

the situation is NOT safe and students can NOT solve the problem on 

their own.  Telling comes with the intent to help others, not hurt them or 

get them in trouble.   

Then, somewhere between elementary and middle school, comes along 

this perceived notion called "snitching".  I can tell you right now that I 

am NOT a fan of students using the term "snitching" or "snitch" as an  
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excuse to not report something.  The LAST thing that I want to happen is 

for one of you to not tell me or another adult something serious in which 

people could get hurt, because you are afraid of being labeled as a 

"snitch".  And I find it highly upsetting that students fear being labeled as 

uncool or unaccepted because they told an adult about a problem or 

conflict.   

I ask you to think about what would happen if you knew about a person 

in a potentially harmful situation, and because you were worried about 

being labeled as a "snitch", you never told an adult.  How would you feel 

if something really bad happened to that person and even though you 

could, you never tried to stop it from happening.  I imagine you would 

feel guilty, sad, upset, regretful, disappointed in yourself, and most of all, 

sorry.  

Remember that I expect you to report to me or any adult if you know of 

a situation that is potentially unsafe or if you can't handle it on your 

own.  Fear of being labeled a "snitch" is no excuse for neglecting to reach 

out for help.  If you share something with me privately, I do not share 

your name or identity to other students.  Reporting to me or other adults 

is the safe thing to do; it is the right thing to do.  

  

Always remember to Be Nice and Work Hard! 

 

~ Mrs. Groark 

 


